Regulations of the 1st MLILY Meng Baihe Cup

World Go Open Tournament 

1. Organized by: International Go Federation   

2.  Co-Organized by:  Chinese Weiqi Association

3.  Sponsored by: Jiang Su Heng Kang Textile Technology Co., Ltd.
4.  Cooperation Website: 
www.qipai.org.cn
  weiqi.sina.com.cn

  sports.sohu.com/qipai

  weiqi.sports.tom.com

  www.eweiqi.com

5. Competition Methods, Date and Venue: 

(1) The tournament is open for all international and Chinese professional players and will be held in 3 sessions, including on-line competition for Chinese amateur players, preliminary selection and qualification competition.

(2)Quota for seeded players in qualification competition is as follows: 5 for China, 3 for Japan, 3 for Korea, 1 for Chinese Taipei. The number of wildcard for organizer is 2. Altogether there will be 14 seeded players.  Preliminary selection will be held in 50 groups, (including 4 groups for amateur players and 4 for female players), each group will produce 1 player, with the other 14 seeded players to compete in the qualification competition, the total number is 64. From 2nd MLILY Meng Baihe Cup, the champion and runner-up of the previous edition will enter the qualification competition directly as seeded players. The preliminary selection will be held in 48 groups. For amateur group, 16 players from China, 8 from Korea, 4 from Japan, 2 from Chinese Taipei, and 1 from Europe and U.S.A respectively, a total of 32 players will enter the preliminary selection.

(3) The latest Chinese Weiqi Rules is adopted, with Black giving 3 and 3/4 stones. In all games except the finals, 2 hours is assigned for each side, and the overtime period is 5 times of 60 seconds. If a player runs out of time, he/she loses the game. In the Finals, the basic time is 2 hours and 55 minutes each side, following 1 minute seconding reading for 5 times. The player who runs out of time is judged as lost the game.
(4)  Knockout system is applied in preliminary selection and qualification competitions from the beginning until top 4 places produced. Semi-finals will be conducted by the best of three, and the finals by the best of five.

(5)  Draw lots will be adopted in qualification competition, and players will draw together in the first 2 rounds. From the 3rd round (top 16 players), players from the same country or region shall not be matched with each other.

(6)  The color will be decided by guessing in first game of semi-finals and the finals, and take turns in the following games, it will be guessed again in the final match. Players who will play black will be determined by guessing before the competition starts in matches which knockout system is used. 
(7)  The tournament is composed of 6 sessions. The 1st session is on-line competition which will be held in April for Chinese amateur players through client of Sina Weiqi and eweiqi. 4 dan players and above are qualified for this competition by registered in real name. 16 players will enter the next session. Please refer to the Notes on Sina Weiqi or eweiqi for more information. Other countries and regions are free to decide how to select amateur players. The entries should be submitted before the deadline of registration.

(8)  The second session will begin on May 20th to 26th,2013 in China Qiyuan. Except for the seeded players, all registered professional players and 32 amateur players produced in first session will participate in the preliminary selection, in which 50 players will enter the qualification competition.
(9)  In the 3rd session, competitions for top 32 and 16 places will take place in Beijing, the top 16 places will be determined.
(10) In the 4th session, competitions for top 8 and 4 places will take place in Shanghai, the top 4 places will be determined.

(11) The 5th session will be held by the best of three, and produce 2 players for the finals.

(12)  The 6th session will be held by the best of five, and determines the champion and runner-up. 

(13)  Date for competitions after preliminary selection will be notified later.

6. Registration 

Chinese professional players will register on http://www.qipai.org.cn/web/topic/mlily from April 22th to May 3rd , 2013. For amateur players, please visit http://weiqi.sina.com.cn/ or www.eweiqi.com for more information about registration. Other countries or regions had better submit the entries before May 3rd  to China Qiyuan. 

7. Competition Fee:

(1) Only 64 players who entered qualified competition will receive the prize.

(2)All the other costs are borne by players themselves.

8. Prize (before tax):

Losers in the 1st round of qualification competition (64): 20,000 RMB

Losers in the 2nd round of qualification competition (32): 40,000 RMB

Losers in the 3rd round of qualification competition (16): 80,000 RMB

Losers in the 4th round of qualification competition (8): 160,000 RMB
Losers in semi-finals: 250,000 RMB

Runner-up: 600,000 RMB

Champion:  1,800,000RMB

9. Matters not mentioned herein, if any, will be notified later.

10. The right of interpretation of regulations belongs to Chinese Weiqi Association.
